INTRODUCTION
India is rich in its tribal population from the ancient time with traditional knowledge system which deals with various important aspects and the health issues of the tribals. The folk people get their treatment with the help of local practitioners and own herbal preparations. The use of herbal medicines by the tribal communities is influenced by distinct socio-cultural practices, beliefs, support of traditional authority and services of traditional medicine men. These people have a close relationship with their ambient environment and basically depend on it for primary healthcare as they live in remote localities far away from modern facilities. Tribal people are the ecosystem people who live in close harmony with the nature and maintain a close relationship between man and environment and indigenous cultures are closely maintained by the tribal and other forest dwellers throughout the world. The economic importance of Pteridophytes is well known. Theophrastus (327-287 BC) and Discorides (50 AD) had referred the medicinal attributes of certain ferns. The ferns had an important role in folk fore. These plants have been successfully used in the Ayurvedic, Unani, Homeopathic and other systems of medicines as well as in the human history. Pteridophytes are used by the physicians in Unani system of medicine (Uddin et al., 1998). In Chinese system of medicine, many Pteridophytes are prescribed by local doctors (Kimura and Noro, 1965). Later on modern biological and pharmaceutical studies were carried out on pteridophytes by different workers. Dixit and Vohra (1984) reported edible and medicinally important pteridophytic species from India. Kaushik (1998) emphasized on the ethnobotanical importance of ferns from Rajasthan state of India. The ethnobotanical uses of this unique group are of immense importance (Singh et al., 1989 , & Dhiman, 1998 . The most important studies on food and medicinal values of pteridophytes were conducted by Nayar (1957), Hodge (1973) , and Dixit (1974 Dixit ( , 1975 . Recently, Ghosh et al., (2004) reported some edible pteridophytes as vegetables and medicines. Different parts are used as a medicinal value like rhizome, stem, fronds, pinnae and spores for treatment of various diseases. Many numbers of publications are seen in different fields like taxonomy, ecology and cytology of pteridophytes but only a hand full of reports are available regarding the medicinal properties and uses. A comprehensive list of Indian pteridophytes has been prepared by Dixit, (1984) and Chandra (2000) . The ecological studies on the fens of Palni hills have been worked by Manickam and Ninan (1984) . The present study has been made to explore the Ethnomedicinal uses of Pteridophytes. Pteridophytes are used in different medicinal field like Ayurveda and Unani. Some pteridophytes are used in Homeopathic industry.
STUDY AREA
The study area Chandraprabha wild life sancuatary is located in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh. Chandraprabha sanctuary covers an area of 78 sq km and is situated on Vijaigarh and Naugarh hillocks in the Vindhya forest range in Chandauli. The sanctuary is adorned with lush and dense natural vegetation, spectacular waterfalls, such as, Devdari and Rajdari and endowed with stunning picnic spots that attracts numerous visitors to the region. Chandraprabha sanctuary, established in the year 1957, is located almost 70 km from Varanasi. Asiatic Lions were introduced at the sanctuary in the year 1958. The sanctuary is with a variety of flora and fauna and is popular amongst tourists throughout the country.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
Survey and collection of pteridophytes from Chandraprabha wild life Sanctuary of Chandauli district in Uttar Pradesh were made. Samples of each species were collected to prepare herbarium. Information about common name, uses of plants and their parts by local tribes for various purposes were gathered. Interviews with the tribes, herbalists, forest guards, watchers, medicine men, witchmen (ojha) and common men were conducted to retrieve information about sustainable utilization of pteridophytes. Knowledge about process of preparation of decoction and application for useful purposes was also gathered. In total 16 species were found to be potentially utilized by the local tribes for different purposes. Information about common name, ailments, medicinal uses, methods of preparation of pastes and dosage of cure were also recorded. A detailed account on sustainable utilization and useful aspects of pteridophytes in the livelihood of local tribes are provided below.
RESULTS
The present data is outcome of fieldwork carried out in Chandraprabha wild life sancuatary, Chandauli district Uttar Pradesh between 2014 to 2016. All the specimens were collected in duplicate and they are deposited in Centre for plant species biology (CPSB), St. Andrew's college, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh India. About 16 species of Pteridophytes with medicinal properties have been collected from the wild life sancuatary. Their botanical name, local name, family, mode of use and parts used are given below.
Adiantum philippense L. (Adiantaceae)
Common name: Hanswati, Kaante Jhar, Kali Sundhiya.
Ethnomedicinal Uses: Stipe and rachis are used as ear ornament (studs). Paste of the plant mixed with mustard oil is used as ointment for cure of the boils. A fresh leaf is used for cure of fits (Khare & Kumar 2007) . Rhizome used for anti-fertility, fronds used as a decoction for the pulmonary infections. Rhizome is used for treating dysentery and glandular swelling (Sen & Ghosh 2011 ). Leaf paste is used in treatment of leprosy and hair fall. It is used to remove obsession. Rhizome is administered to women for sterility. Whole plant is crushed and applied around navel region in flatulence. Fresh leaf (2 gm) paste is taken orally on empty stomach twice a day for ten days for relief from indigestion 
